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T R U S T Description:

Site Number: |18CV175

Phase Il and Phase Il Archeological Database and Inventory

Site Name: |Trueman's Appeal Prehistoric [ ]
Other name(s) |Route 2/4 Check 18 Historic
[19th century farmstead Unknown [ ]

Site Location and Environmental Data:

38.3731 Longitude -76.4608
Elevation 32-35 m  Site slope 0

Latitude

Site setting

Physiographic province |Western Shore Coastal

Maryland Archeological Research Unit No. |9 SCS soil & sediment code |

Terrestrial site

Underwater site []

-Site Setting restricted

-Lat/Long accurate to within 1 sqg. mile, user may
need to make slight adjustments in mapping to

account for sites near state/county lines or streams

Ethnobotany profile available [ ] Maritime site[ ] Nearest Surface Water
Topography Ownership Name (if any) |Spring
Floodplain [] Highterrace [ | | Private [] | Saltwater Freshwater
Hilltop/bluff [ ] Rockshelter/ Federal [] Ocean [] Stream/river []
) cave

Interior flat  [y] Hillslone State of MD Estuary/tidal river [ ] Swamp []
Upland flat [] P ] Regional/ .

_ Unknown 1 | countyrcity ] Tidewater/marsh [] Lake or pond ]
Ridgetop []

Other Unknown Sprin

Terrace [] ] ] pring
Low terrace [ ] Minimum distance to water is | 100 m

Temporal & Ethnic Contextual Data:
Paleoindian site I_ Woodland site I_

I_ MD Adena I_
|_ Early woodland |_

Mlddle archaic I_ Mid. woodland I_

Archaic site

Early archaic

Contact period site
ca. 1630 - 1675
ca. 1675 - 1720
ca. 1720 - 1780
ca. 1780 - 1820

—
—
—
—

—

ca. 1820 - 1860
ca. 1860 - 1900
ca. 1900 - 1930
Post 1930

BERE

Ethnic Associations (historic only)

Native American | Asian American

African American |

Anglo-American | Other

—
v
=

Unknown

Hispanic |
Late archaic | Late woodland | Unknown historic context |
Unknown prehistoric context | Unknown context Y=Confirmed, P=Possible
Site Function Contextual Data: Historic ‘ Furnace/forge Military [] Post-in-ground ]
Urban/Rural? |Rural Other [ ] | Battlefield [] Frame-built []
Prehistoric Domestic Transportation u Fortification [] Masonry []
Multi-component [ |  Misc. ceremonial [ ] Homestead L] Canal-related O Encampment [] Other structure []
; Farmstead
Village [] Rockart [] Road/railroad [] Townsite [] Slave related []
; Mansion
Hamlet [ Shellmidden [ blantation = Wharf/landing [ ] Religious [] Non-domestic agri [ ]
Base camp [[] STUl/lithic scatter [ ] [] Maritime-related ] churchimta house _
; Row/townhome ] 9 [ ] Recreational []
Rockshelter/cave [ ]  Quarry/extraction [ ] Bridge ] ch subport bid
; ; Cellar [] PP g [ Midden/dump []
Earthen mound [ ]  Fish weir ] Ford H
. ) Pri Burial area [] .
Cairn [] Productionarea [ | vy L] . Artifact scatter []
Educational [] Cemetery O
Burial area [] Unknown [] Industrial [] Spring or well H
. Commercial [] Sepulchre ]
Other context ] Mining-related ]
Trading post [] Isolated burial ] Unknown L]
Quarry-related ]
Mill [ Ii Store [ ] BIdg or foundation Other context L]
Tavern/inn ;
Black/metalsmith o [ ] Possible Structure []

Interpretive Sampling Data:

Prehistoric context samples

Flotation samples taken |

Soil samples taken

—

Other samples taken |

Historic context samples

Flotation samples taken |

Soil samples taken

Other samples taken |

—




Phase Il and Phase Il Archeological Database and Inventory

Site Number: |18CV175 Site Name: |Trueman's Appeal Prehistoric []
Other name(s) |Route 2/4 Check 18 Historic
e ¥% | Brief [19th century farmstead Unknown []
T R U S T Description:
Diagnostic Artifact Data: Prehistoric Sherd Types Shepard [ Keyser |
Projectile Point Types Koens-Crispin I_ Marcey Creek I_ Popes Creek I_ Townsend I_ Yeocomico I_
Clovis l_ Perkiomen I_ Dames Qtr |_ Coulbourn |_ Minguannan |_ Monongahela |_
Hardaway-Dalton l_ Susquehana I_ Selden Island I_ Watson I_ Sullivan Cove I_ Susquehannockl_
Palmer l_ Vernon I_ Accokeek I_ Mockley I_ Shenks Ferry I_
Kirk (notch) I_ Piscataway I_ Wolfe Neck |_ Clemson Island|_ Moyaone |_
Kirk (stem) l_ Calvert I_ Vinette I_ Page I_ Potomac Cr I_
Le Croy I_ Selby Bay | Historic Sherd Types  |;onstone IW Staffordshire I_ Stoneware
Morrow Mntn l_ Jacks Rf (notch) I_ Earthenware Jackfield I_ Tin Glazed I_ English Brown I_l
Guilford l_ Jacks Rf (pent) I_ Astoury l_ Mn Mottled I_ Whiteware IT Eng Dry-bodie I_
Brewerton l_ Madison/Potomac I_ Borderware l_ North Devon I_ borcela I_ Nottingham I_
Otter Creek l_ Levanna I_ Buckley l_z oreen Rhenish I—

Pearlware | 14
Creamware Wt Salt-glazed |

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Other Artifact & Feature Types: Prehistoric Features Lithic Material | Fer quartzite [] Sil sandstone[ ]
Prehistoric Artifacts Otherfiredclay | || Mound(s) | ~ Storage/trash pit [ ]|| Jasper [] Chalcedony [] European flint] ]
Flaked stone |72 Human remain(s) [ 1] Midden [] Burial(s) [ ]]] Chert [] Ironstone [ ] Basalt ]
Ground stone I_l Modified faunal I_ Shell midden [[] Ossuary [ ]| Rhyolite [] Argilite [] Unknown []
Stone bowls |_ Unmod faunal |7 Postholes/molds [ ] Unknown [ ]]] Quartz [ ] Steatite [ ] Other ]
Fire-cracked rock I_ Oyster shell [ ]]] House pattern(s)[ ] Other []]] Quartzite [] Sandstone [ ] li
Other lithics (all) |_4 Floral material [ ]|| Palisade(s) ] Dated features present at site
Ceramics (all) Ii Uncommon Obj. I_ Hearth(s) L] [Mid-late 19th century cellar hole and bulkhead
Rimsherds I_ Other [ ] l— Lithic reduc area []
Historic Artifacts Tobacco related | 2 (| Historic Features Privy/outhouse [ ] Depression/mound[ ]  Unknown ]
Pottery (all) 175 Activity item(s) |—4 Const feature Wellicistern 0 Burial(s) 0 Other

163 i :
ZI::Z e(:tlgral L E:;ZT :;:ir;fs) S Foundation " Trashpivdump ] Raitoadbed  [] [mortared wal

Cellar hole/cellar [] .

Furniture Iil Misc. kitchen 131 _ Sheet midden []  Earthworks U]
Arms I_ Floral material [] Hearth/chimney Planting feature [ ] Mill raceway []
Clothing [ 7 Misc. 243 || Postholesimolds [ | p - diwalkway ] Wheel pit ]
Personal items | 2 Other [ ] Paling ditch/fence [ ] All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Radiocarbon Data:

Sample 1: +- | years BP  Reliability Sample 2: | +- years BP  Reliability Sample 3: | +/- years BP  Reliability
Sample 4: +l- | years BP  Reliability Sample 5: | +/- years BP  Reliability Sample 6: | +/- years BP  Reliability
Sample 7: +/- | years BP  Reliability Sample 8: | +/- years BP  Reliability Sample 9: | +/- years BP  Reliability

[ ] Additional radiocarbon results available




ICAL Site Number: [18CV175 Site Name: |Trueman's Appeal Prehistoric []
Other name(s) |Route 2/4 Check 18 Historic
[19th century farmstead Unknown [ ]
External Samples/Data: Collection curated at |MAC

[ ] Additional raw data may be available online

Summary Description:

The Trueman’s Appeal site (18CV175), also known as Route 2/4 Check 18, is the remains of an apparent 19th century farmstead north of Lusby in Calvert
County. The site is situated on a small knoll near an intersection with MD Route 2/4. It was first identified by a cluster of architectural and domestic debris
located in a plowed field. A late 19th or early 20th century house was located some 200 meters distant. Soils at the site are Matapeake and Sassafras silt
loams.

The site was first identified in 1974 during the preliminary survey of a highway improvement project corridor. At that time the Maryland State Highway
Administration was proposing realignment and dualization of the MD Route 2/4 corridor. The study area consisted of a roughly 17 km (11 mile) stretch of the
route. Improvements to the roadway would result in significant impacts to any archeological resources within the project corridor. Because the highway project
was publically funded, the SHPO requested that Phase | survey be conducted.

The site was immediately recognized in the field during preliminary reconnaissance work, because of a cluster of architectural and domestic debris, as well as
some prehistoric lithics, in a plowed field. Subsequently, a surface reconnaissance was carried out in the field which identified a number of artifacts. At the
time, the field was planted in corn and archeological personnel walked the fields in a “criss-cross” pattern and collected a sample of 1 quartz scraper, 1 quartz
core, a ground and chipped object of unknown function, 4 other prehistoric lithics, 3 brick fragments, 3 fieldstone fragments, a gray stoneware sherd , 5
whiteware sherds, a dark green bottle glass shard, a piece of clear bottle glass, an iron hollowware leg, an aluminum bottle cap, and 8 oyster shell fragments.
Interviews with a local farmer who had plowed the field indicated the potential for in situ architectural remains because of difficulty when plowing this portion of
the site.

This preliminary survey work was followed up with a more systematic survey of 18CV175 in 1980. A controlled surface collection of a 15.24 X 15.24 m (50 X
50 ft) section of the corn field was gridded into 3.05 X 3.05 m (10 X 10 ft) collection/sampling squares. Artifacts collected from these sampling squares
included 307 fragments of brick, 91 pieces of architectural stone, 77 mortar pieces, 9 plaster fragments, 15 nails, 2 buttons, 61 ceramic sherds, 29 shell
fragments, 45 unidentified glass fragments, and 14 miscellaneous objects. The preponderance of building and habitation materials led to probing of the area
with a metal rod and (eventually) exposure of a U-shaped brick and sandstone feature.

Based on the systematic surface collection and subsurface probing, thirteen test units and trenches of varying sizes were excavated atop potential features
and artifact concentrations or surface finds warranting further investigations. One test unit and a trench were excavated in the “house area” which previous
investigation (informant interviews and probing) suggested contained historic features. The result was the exposure of a U-shaped brick and sandstone
feature, roughly 1 X 1.52 m in size. A builder’s trench was also encountered nearby. The 1980 excavators interpreted the brick feature to be a chimney base
(subsequent researchers have disagreed), which combined with the builder’s trench represents the remains of a 19th century “pioneer house”.

Artifacts encountered in the Phase | test units and trenches included 4 activity items (a porcelain doll shoe, an iron plow tip, a broad axe blade, and a bronze
bell), 741 architectural artifacts, 5 clothing items (a plastic button, 3 other buttons, and a copper suspender buckle), 1 furniture item (a clock gear), 207
kitchen-related artifacts, 2 personal items (copper comb parts), 2 pipe stems, and 184 miscellaneous objects. The architectural assemblage consisted of 229
brick fragments, 233 mortar fragments, 13 pieces of architectural stone, 128 pieces of plaster, a piece of slate, 134 nails (6 hand-wrought roseheads, 16 other
hand-wrought, 2 square, 59 cut, 1 wire, and 50 unidentified), a spike, a bolt, and a bronze hinge. Kitchen-related artifacts include 108 ceramic sherds (2
agateware, 2 Buckley, 14 pearlware, 64 ironstone, 16 whiteware, 8 domestic stoneware, 1 English Brown stoneware, and 1 redware), 7 glass items (1 18th C.
bottle, 2 free-blown bottle, 4 bottle glass), a crown cap, and 91 faunal remains (1 split deer bone, a hollow bird bone, a bone chip, 3 other animal bones, 5
oyster shells, and 80 miscellaneous shell fragments). The miscellaneous items were 109 unidentified glass fragments (probably includes many bottle and
window glass fragments), 5 iron fragments, a bronze fragment, a human tooth, 10 wood fragments, 9 stones, 45 charcoal fragments, and 4 miscellaneous
items.

Upon review of the survey work carried out in 1974 and 1980, led to more questions than answer. The SHPO questioned the sampling strategies employed
and concluded that the survey coverage had been inadequate. Based on these findings a resurvey and subsequent Phase Il testing were initiated in 1984.

The 1984 project was carried out by personnel at the Maryland Geological Survey, Division of Archeology (late absorbed by the SHPO, the Maryland Historical
Trust) and entailed archival research, controlled surface collection, and the excavation of test squares and trenches. The archival research revealed that
Trueman’s Appeal was the residence of the Blunt family in the last half of the 19th century. The house ceased to exist by 1897. It is possible that the site was
the residence of the Pardoe family before it came into the ownership of the Blunts. However, this is really conjecture based solely on the nearby grave of a
William Dowell (age 22 at death), who was a member of the Pardoe Residence in the 1850s. Land records that might support Pardoe ownership were
destroyed, along with many other early county records, in a courthouse fire in 1882.

Documentary evidence of a structure at the site is confined to a reference in tax sale documents of 1892, which describes the property as being 24 acres with
a “comfortable dwelling house” listed as existing in 1889. The house appears to have been no longer extant by 1897, as documents from that year do not
reference a structure. Nor do later documents. No historic maps depict the house. The best estimate for its construction is sometime in the 1850s, as the
Blunt family shows up in the cesnsus records for Calvert County around that time. They are present in the 1860, 1870, and 1880 US census lists. It was
James E. Blunt who defaulted on his mortgage in 1892, necessitating the tax sale which records the presence of the house. The property was acquired by Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Grover. The Grovers sold the property to H. Gordon Trueman in 1919. Trueman’s estate would eventually pass to his daughter, Mrs. Larry
Forman, who is the one who sold the property to the State Highway Administration.

The 1984 Phase | surface collection began with the establishment of a controlled collection grid of 3 X 3 m squares across the entire site area. Artifacts were
collected from each square and their distribution plotted on site maps. A “core area” of the site was defined which consisted of two concentrations: the main
concentration of artifacts on the south end and a secondary concentration on the slope to the north. The southern artifact concentration, particularly mortar,
gives a strong definition to the location of a former structure. The secondary concentration downslope was viewed as a potential outbuilding location and was
tested with test square excavations.

Test square excavation concentrated on relocating the subsurface features identified in 1980, to obtain more information on the construction and demolition
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dates. Additionally, test squares were placed across the site in areas of artifact density in a search for outbuildings (such as the north slope) or other outlying
features. A total of eleven 1 m test squares, and one 5 m X 50 cm trench and another smaller trench were excavated throughout the site. The trenches and
several contiguous test squares were situated in the area of the previously identified features.

The trench and outlying squares yielded negative results. Some root disturbances were originally identified as potential features, but subsequent excavation
proved them to be non-cultural. In the trench there was mottling at the base of the plowzone and some very shallow pockets of brick, mortar, and oyster shell.
These were likely related to demolition of the structure and were heavily disturbed by plowing. In the area of the secondary concentration, downslope and
north of the main concentration, evidence of severe erosion was encountered. The concentration was determined to be the result of erosion and downslope
dumping. Downslope dumping was also suggested by the high proportion of oyster shell in that area.

The features encountered during the 1980 excavation were encountered in the aforementioned block of contiguous test squares. The feature described as a
mortared fieldstone “chimney” by the earlier researchers was determined to be a cellar bulkhead entrance. Such an entrance may have either housed steps or
a simple ramp to provide exterior access to a cellar under a domestic structure. The previously identified construction trenches were also noted. In addition,
several pockets of cellar hole fill were identified. No evidence of a cellar lining or foundation was encountered. Soil augering was used to determine the
approximate extent of cellar hole fill. The evidence points to a small, unlined, shallow cellar filled with occupational and demolition debris which has been
truncated by repeated plowing.

No detailed description of the artifacts recovered during the Phase I/1l work at 18CV175 is provided in the full site report, but an analysis of the diagnostic
artifacts revealed that the vast majority date to the mid-late 19th century.

Given the presence of subsurface features it would appear that 18CV175 has reasonably good integrity. With the exception of plowing and erosion, the site
had not been adversely impacted. The plowing doubtlessly affected shallow features at the site, incorporating their contents into the plow-disturbed horizon.
The extent of the plow disturbance and erosion is indicated by the absence of features with the exception of the remnant of the cellar hole. Hence, while the
site has reasonably good integrity, unplowed or less deeply plowed sites from the same period would have much greater integrity and hence greater
significance. Since the site appears to date to the late 19th century, it is not a scarce resource. Many far better preserved late 19th century sites (many with
standing architecture) can be found throughout Calvert County. Taken together, the integrity, research potential, historical significance, and the site scarcity
suggest that 18CV175 is not a significant site under criteria for listing on the National Register. Additional archeological research at the site was not
recommended and the site may have been destroyed during construction of the improved highway.

External Reference Codes (Library ID Numbers):

|00000229, 00000250



